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Statement on Senate Action on Legislation To Establish a National
Drunk Driving Standard
June 15, 2000

Today the Senate took an important step for-
ward to keep drunk drivers off our Nation’s
streets. I congratulate the Senate for including
a lifesaving measure championed by Senators
Lautenberg and Shelby to set a national stand-
ard for impaired driving at .08 blood alcohol
content (BAC) in the Transportation appropria-
tions bill that passed today. This reasonable
standard will save hundreds of lives and prevent

countless injuries each year—and it should be
put in place across the country without further
delay. I strongly urge the Congress to pass a
final Transportation spending bill that includes
this important initiative. Working together, we
can help put the brakes on drunk drivers and
make our streets safer for Americans across the
Nation.

Remarks to United States Dream Academy Participants
June 15, 2000

The President. Thank you. Well, good after-
noon.

Audience members. Good afternoon.
The President. First, I want to say, Principal

Jones, thank you for having us here. My great
friend Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton—
there is not a better Member of Congress than
Eleanor Holmes Norton; you should be very
proud of her. I thank all the representatives
of the DC government that are here.

Can you hear me? Is this on?
Audience members. Yes.
The President. No, it’s not on, but you can

hear me anyway? [Laughter] Whoever controls
this, turn it up! [Laughter] Turn the sound up.
That’s a little better.

Let me say a special word of appreciation
to my long-time friend Wintley Phipps. You
heard the story of how I met him. I’m glad
his family is here today. And I guess you’re
all his family, in a way. But when I met him
in Alabama a long time ago, he may not have
known who I was, but once I heard him sing
and I saw the expression on his face, I knew
I’d never forget him again for the rest of my
life.

I want to thank the U.S. Dream Academy
and all of you who are its partners; a special
word of appreciation to the staff, the students,
the teachers at the Ferebee Hope Community
Services Center and Elementary School. I thank
you all for helping these children through this

wonderful program to realize their dreams and
their God-given potential.

Eleanor Roosevelt once said this: ‘‘The future
belongs to those who believe in the beauty of
their dreams.’’ We are here today because
Wintley Phipps believed in the beauty of his
dream, believed that all children, given the right
support, could realize their dream. That’s why
he founded the Dream Academy, to give chil-
dren who have fallen behind a chance to catch
up and soar ahead and to pay special attention
to children whose parents were incarcerated.

You know, I used to tell people all the time,
when they said to me when I was a Governor,
‘‘Why are you for all these education programs
in the prisons and all these training programs
and all these treatment programs?’’ And I said,
‘‘Well, first of all, 90 percent of those folks
are going to get out some day, and we want
them to be good citizens. And secondly, if they’d
had these things in the first place, a lot of them
wouldn’t be in there.’’

And so I want to thank the people associated
with this Academy for helping give nearly three-
quarters of the students at Ferebee a chance
to live their dreams. I want to thank the parents
who are involved. I want to thank everybody
who give these children the learning environ-
ment, the personal attention, the academic tools
they need. I want to thank you for teaching
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